Pretatis in Parentes Di [quiftio- 
O R, 
The Duty of CHILDREN 


TOWARDS THEIR 


PARENTS: 


Truly Examined and Stated. 


In a Letter to a Friend in the City. 
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OUR kind Lines, with the Prints you were pleaſed to 
ſend me, I bave received, for which I return you many 
Thanks; and tho? I do much approve of the Letter, writ= 
, ten toa Friendin the Country, in the defence of the-Rights 
of Primogeniture, yet I muſt declare to you, that Il am afraid the ex- 
poſing of ſuch a:Letter to publick view, may prove an Encourage- | 
ment to alli-Elder Sons to live diſobedient and diſorderly Lives, ſee- 
ing the ill Practiſe of ſome Fathers, in Difinheriting their Firſt-be- - 
gotten Sons, is ſo much expioded thereby ; and therefore I conceive 
The Publication of it is fomewhat unſeaſonable ; 2w-er we ſee, that the 
Sox doth nat only not Honour his Father, but even Diſhonoureth him; "and 
5 aſhamed of him. He us ſo far from Loving him, that be rather hateth 
him; ſo far from fearing him, that contrariwsſe, he macketh and con- 
temneth him: Aud inſtead of Serving and Obeying him, he Tiſeth up and 
Conſpireth againjt him : "If. the Father be anzry, the Son laboureth to 
anger him more © Briefiy, ſcarce any Duysf a Chilatowards his Father F 1 
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es ſeen now. a days, O exccrable Impiety! And to ſhew you, that)” 
my ſelf =bhor ſuch an Impious Behayior of any Son towards his Fa- 
ther, I will endeavour to draw you a Schemeof that Pzery or Daty, 
which all Chilaren, dd Qwe to their Parents: by the Laws of God, of 
Nature, and of Man, | 

The Piecty or Duty then of Chijdren towards. their Parents may be 
reduced to fix Heads, comprehended in theſe very Words ; {Zonour 
thy Father and thy Mother, 

1. The firſt is, the Daty of Reverexnce, and that-not only in Externa! rn 
Geſture and Behaviour, but alſo Internal, wiich is that Sublime and 
Sacred Eſteem and Veneration a Child ought to haye of his Parents, as | 
the Authors and Original Czuſcs of-his Being , 55s alſo of his good and | 

well Bing; which Revcrence towards Parents ſhall be evidenced frum 

Scripture, from Nature, and from the Civil Law ofthe Romans, #14 
Long I. Fromm the Holy Scriptuge. | / 
. Hanour thy Father and Mother, (which is the firſt Commandment 

with promiſe). that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayſt live 

long on Earth, Ex5d. 70. 12. Deut. 5. 16. Mat. 15:4, Mar,:7. 10. 

Eph. 6. 2, & 3. From whence (Sir) we may make thcſe Remarks : 

x. That Reverence to Parents 1 placed next to the Honour due to 
God: Nature (alth Platarch)) and the Law, which dot h preſerve Na- 
ture, hath given the firſt place of Reverence and Honour, after God, mun- | 

20 the, Father and Fcather : And Men cannot do any Service more ac- ww 
 cePtable ta God Almighty,than graciouſly and lovingly to pay to their 
- Parents that Begor them, and to them that brovght them up, the U- 
fury of new and old Graces, which they have lent them; as contrari- 
wiſe there is no Sign of an Atheiſt more certain, than for a Man to ſet 
- Jight by, and to offend his Parents. | 
2. Thatthe 5th Commandment only hath a ſpecial Promiſe annex- 
ed thereunto, to ſh:w, that a more plentiful Bleſling in this kind fol- | Ek 
loweth from the Obcdience of this Commandment, then of the other va! ;% 
that follow : Hence it 1s caYed by the Apoſtle St. Paul, the firſt Com- 
mzndment with Premiſe; it being the firſt in order of the ſecond 
Table, and the only Commandment of that Table, which hath an ex- 
- preſs Promiſe, and the only Commandment of the Ten, that hath a 
- patticular Promiſe. 


Il. Frgm Nature. | 
- Qur Parents arc as Gods, ©:@g #95, Earthly Gods, as Hierocle 
| calls them, Conſp'cuons and Viſible Gods, who do imitate the Invi- 
- ſible and Ynbegotten God, ia giving Life unto others. And therefore 
* Proculus ſays, that the Father is the Image of God ; and Plaro calls 
| Parents God's Images or Repreſentatives, to whom we owe our Re- 
- Verence, 2s to the Ggds themſelves, faith Arifforle; yet not ſuch an 
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Obedience and Reverence as is infinite and unlimited z fo that this 
Duty of: Reverence of Children towards Parents, the very Infidels, 
Ethnicks and Pagans, by the Inſtin& of Nature, do Inſtruct them. 
Add hereunto a farther Illuſtration of the Awe and Revyerence we owe 
our Parents, taken from Heathen Nations. Amongſt the Lacedemo- 
#ians this Cuſtom took place, that the younger ſort roſe up from their 
Seats before the Aged : Whereof, when one asked the Tauſe of Te- 
leucrus ; Tt i5 (quoth he) to the end, that in doing this Honour to whom 
it belongeth not, they ſhould learn to yield greater Honour to their Parents. 
The Arrogancy and Irreverence of a Child was the Cauſe, that one 
of the Ephori publiſhed the Law of Teſtaments, whereby it was 
permited to every one from that time forward, to appoint whom he 
would his Heir. This Law ſerved well to make Children to pay the 
Duty of Obedience and Reverence to their Parents, and to cauſe them 
to be afraid of diſpleaſing them. To be brief, you will find among 
the Romans, that the Child was not admitted to plead his Father's 
Will after his Death, by way of Action, but only by way of Requeſt, 
uſing very Humble, Honourable and Reverent Speech of his Dead 
Father, and leaving the whole Matter to the Diſcretion and Religion 
of the Judges. But here may be ſtarted this Queſtion 5 Whether in 
ſitting or otherwiſe, the firſt Place and Prerogative of Honour, be due to 
the Father, a Private Man, or tothe Son, that is a Magiſtrate? 
The Solution of this Queſtion propounded, we find given in Aulus 
Gellits, Lib. 2. Cap. 2. viz. 1n publicts locus, atque Muneribus, atque 
Aftionbus patrum jura cum filiorum, qui in Magiſtratu Sunt, Poteſtatibus 
Collata inter quieſcere paululum, & connivere : Sed cum extra Rempub=- 
licam in Domeſticare, atque Vita Sedeatur, Ambuletur in Convivio quo= 
que familiar Diſcumbatur ; tum inter filium Marziſtratum, & Patrem 
privatum, publicas Honares Ceſſare + Naturales atque genumos exorirn. 
Buda in his Annotations upon the Pandects, hath obſerved many 
good Tiiings belonging to the Roman Jadgments, which curious Spi- 
Tits may look into: Among the reſt, of tic great Reſpe& and Honour 
that was given to Magiſtrates. Concerning which Matter, we may uſe 
as a good Teſtimony, that which we-rcad in Plutarch, of Fabins Maxi- 
78.4:s h1s $On, when he was Cenfor, who ſeeing a far off, that his Fa- 
ther came towards him on Horſcback, and that his Sergeants, in re- 
gard of Fatherly Reverence, had not cauſed him to alight, did him- 
ielf Command his Father to ſer Foot on Ground, which Command the 
O1d Man, the Father, cheerfully and willingly obeyed, ſaying, Do- 
meſtick, Power muſt give place ro Publick. Authority, | 
Ill. From the Civil Law of the Romans, 
How unworthy foever Po2rents be in reſpxct of their Perſonal De» 
fects ; yer ſuch as God and Nature have placed under their Authori-. * 


= - ot TY ts > ng 
, 


80 do? To 


(4) 
ty, are to count them worthy not only of Honour, but alſo of all Honour", 
Children being not herein ſo much ro look unto their Perſons as unts 
the Ordinance of God, who hath placed them over their Children ; 
and wiſely to conſider, that in reſpect of that Dignity and Power re- 
ceived from above, not of their Perſonal Virtues, all this Honour and. 
Reverence is due unto them ; Licee Legum Contemptor & Impins Sit, 
ramen Pater eſt: Althio? he be a Contemner of the Laws, and a Wicked 
Man, yet is be a Father notwithſtanding, {31th the Emperor Fuſtinian, 
Novel. 12; Cip: 2. And Perſona Patrs, faith the: Lawyer UVlpian, 
Filio ſemper Honeſta & San#ta videri debet : The Perſon of the Father 
enrht always to be acconnted Honourable and Sacred to the Child, D. 37. 
I5, 9.' Add heteunto theſe Texts of the Romany Laws, C. 2.42, 2. D. 
22. 3, 8. N. 155. Cap. 1. D. 37. 15, 1. D-27. 10,4. D- 2. 4,'6, C. 
8.47; 3. which prove, that the Duty of Piety and Reverence towards 
Parents, is an Obligation never to be Cancekled and therefore let. 


the Man be whar he will, the name of a Father to his Child is Ve- 


ncrable and Awful. | 
2," The ſecond Duty.is that of Love,which Children owe to their Pa-- 
rents, as their Parents do alſo to them,- the want of which, naturat- 
Afﬀe&ion, is reckoned among the moſt odious Vices, Roz. 1. 31.- 
They are to bear their Parents a real Kindneſs, ſuch as may make them 
heartily deſirous of all manner of Good to them, and abhor to do any. 
thing that may grieve or diſquier them. | | 

And ſeeing Children muſt labour to pleaſe theirParents inall things... 
it is'certain, that no Action, Gift or Diſpoſition in them 1s more ac- 
ceptable, or -contenteth Parents better, than to ſee good Will, and. 
an aſſured and certain Friendſhip among themſelves. - 

It is reported, that Ape/lorida, Mother to King Enmenes, and to-- 
three other of his Brethren, accounted her ſelf Happy, as ſhe ſaid, and: 
gave great Thanks to God, not for her Riches or Principality, but be-' 
cauſe ſhe ſaw her three Younger Sons, .as it were a Guard to their El-. 
der Brother. who lived freely and moſt ſafely in'the Midſt of them, 
with their Swords by their Sides and their Javelins- in their Hands. 
Contrariwiſe, when King Xerxes perceived, that his Son Ochw lay. 
in wait for his Brethren, to put them to Death, he Died for Di{- 
pleaſure thereof. Therefore Enripides ſaid, that Wars between Bre- 
thren are grievous, but moſt of all ro thelr Parents ; - becauſe he that 


-hateth his Brother, 2nd cannot abide to look upon- him, muſt needs 


alſo be off-:nded with him that Begat him, and her that Bare him. 

Sir, I ſhalconclude this Duty of Children towards their Parents, 
by putting this Caſe, viz. | 

Tf my Father and my Son happen to be in ſuch a danger of Life, a-one 
only can be preſerved ani freed from it , what can Prudence perſmaae me» 
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> To which Queſtion the MoraliſÞoffers to return this Reſolution 
| . for me; that I ought rather to Succor my Father than my Son. 1. 
Propter Sunguinem. 1. Propter Reverentiam & Gratitudinem Patri 
Debitam: 3. Propter Diſparem Reſtitutionis Rationem Pater ſemel A- 


miſſus Reſtitui non Poteſt > Filing Amiſſms Reſtitui quandoque Poteſt per 
Succeſſionem alterius filis. Fredericus Windelinu, Lib, 1. de Refta vita, 
- Cap. 5. Queſt 12. 


And now you ſhall hear what the French-man Charron ſays, 10 an- 
ſwer tothe ſame. Querie': The Onty of Children towards their Parents 
(quorh hs) & /o certain, ſo due and requiſite, that it may not be diſpenſed 
withal by any other Duty or Love whatſvever, be it never ſo great. For 
if it ſhall happen, that a Man ſee his Father and his Son fo endangered 
at one and the ſame inſtant, as that he cannot Reſcue and Succor them 
both, he muſt forſake his Son and goto his Father, tho? his Love to- 
wards his Son be- greater. + And the Reaſon is, becauſe the Duty of 
aSon towards his*Father is more antient, and hath the greater Privi- 
ledge, and cannot be Abrogated by any latter Duty. | 
F 3. The third Duty that Children do owe to their Parents,ts that of _ 
'\* Obedience;' which is not only contained in the Fifch Commandment; 
but expreſsly enjoined in other places of Scripture, as Epheſ. 6. 1: 
Children, obry your Parents in the Lord, for this is right ; and again Coe 
loſe. 3. 20. Children, obey your Parents in all things, for this us well-plea- 
ſing tothe Lord, which Obedience muſt be yielded even to the rough- 
eſt ind hardeſt Commands of a Father, according to that moſt remar- 
kable Example of the Rechabires, who to obey the Command of their 
Father, never drank Wane in all their Lives. 
But it may be here Queried, Whether Children are obliged to yield 
Obedience to all the Commands that ſhall be givenby their. Parents ? 

It is Anſwered, that Children owe their Parenis an Obedience in 
| all chings, unleſs where theic Commands are contrary to the Laws of 
God and of Nature, and to the Municipal Laws of their Country ; for 
in theſe Caſes the Duty to. God and Nature, and to the Laws of the 
;Kr4t2, muſt be preſerved ; and rherefore if any Parents ſhould be fo 
: .ked, astorequire Obedience to ſuch kind of Commands, Children 
then offend not againſt their Duty, tho* they diſobey choſe Com- 
mands ; which Solution of the Querie, ſhall be fortified by theſe ſ-- 
veral Authorities following : 

It was the Advice of St. Paul, Children obey your Parents in the [ord ; 
vpon which words St. /Zierone thes gloſjeth ; For Children rot ro obey 
rheir Parents, is 4 Sin, but becauſe Parents may naply Command that 
which is unlawfull; therefore he adds inthe Lord. And S:. C bryſo/t ou 
expounds them, Cheldren obey your Parmits in the Lord, that t5, in al 
things, wherein you ſhall nat difebey God. Muſcraiv expriefieth himſelf 

thus 4 
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thius'; 1f a Son ſhall refuſe to yyeld Obedience unto a Father in ſuch ny 
Commands as are impious and ungodly, he ſhall not be accounted | | | 
as diſobedient , injurious or wiced, Aulus Gelins approves not of 
this Opinion , That a Father is in all things to be obeyed. For 
( lays he) what if be command his Son to betray his Country, to kill bis 
own Mother, &Cc. therefore the middle way is beſt and ſafeſt : In ſome 
things we muſs, in other ſome we muſt not obey. So Seneca the Father, 

All Commanas obluge us not unto Obedience. So Quintillian, There x 20 
neceſſity that Chularen ſhould execute all their Parents Commands ; for | 
there may be many things, which tho? commanied, may not lawfully be 4 
aone;, as if a Father command his Sow to give his Suſfrage, or to paſs a 
Sentence contrary to his Tudgment, or to bear Witneſs to that whereof he 
ts ignorant. If my Father command me to burn the Capitol, to poſſeſs 
my ſelf of fuch a Fort or Caſtle, 1 may lawfully anſwer, Theſe things 1 
muſt not do. I will concluJec this point of Duty with that Story of 4- 
geſilaus, who may be unto Children a good School-maſter therein ; 
for being requeſted by his Father to give Sentence againſt Right, he 
was not aſhamed to deny him graciouſly with this Anſwer. Tor have 
taught me ( O Father) from my youth to obey the Laws, and therefore 
I will now alſo obey you herein, by judging nothing againſt the Laws, 
4. The fourth Duty of Children towards their Parents, is that of 
Succouring them 1n all their Wants and Neceſlities of what kind ſoe- 
ver; whether Weakneſs and Sickneſs of Body, Decayedneſs of Un- 
derſtanding or Poverty, and Lowneſs in Eſtate, as appears, 1 Tim 5. 
4. Matt 15-4, 5: 6, Hark 7.1%. Author of the Whole Daty of Man, 
Part 14, Sett. 16. p. 291, 292, Archbiſhop Vſher in his Body of Di- 
vinity, p- 262. Edit, 1648. Ameſius inchis Caſes of Conſcence, Lib. 
5. Cap. 22. Queſtion 3d, and Dottor Hammond in his Paraphraſe and 
Annotations on 1 Tim.c. 5.v.4. & 8. Having cited both Scripture 
and ſome Divines for the enforcing of this Duty cf aſliſting and mi- 
niſtring to Pareats in all their Needs and Neceſſities, we will ſee what 
the Civill and Canon Laws dictate for the nouriſhing them in their old \ wr- \ 
Age, their Impotency and Want. - 
By the Civil Law of the Romans, Children are obliged unto thei. 
Parents to provide for their Suſtenance, ſo far forth as the Ability of 
Children will reach unto ; for ?*Iis very unnatural, that the Parents 
ſhould want. ſo long as the Children have m2ans to relieve them. 
In which caſe, if the Children refuſe to yizid Comfort unto their Pa- 
rents, the JuJge may interpoſe his Authority, and enjoyn them to 
maintain their Parents according to thei: Ability, and as to his Diſ- 
retion ſhall ſeem meet; which if Children ſhould deny to yield un- 
to, the Judge may, by Diſtreſs of their Goods taken, and ſold to 
the value thereof, compel them to perform his Order; and yet _ 
only 
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only in ſuch caſe of Maintenance, and not to diſcharge Debts, where- 


in their Parents ſtand bound unto their Creditors, D. 25.3. 5. 8- 
47. $<6.5.25.1,@ 2, c. 6.61.8. 5. D. 27.3. 1. 4. Ridleys View Ol 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Law, Part 4. c, 2. Set. 1.p. 375. Edit. 1675. 

As for the Canon Law, we find therein a Caſe of one Hubald, 
who had ſworn that he would not Adminiiter to the Wants of his Mo- 
ther and his Brethren, and i! was thus; St, AugnſFine being conſulted 
with about this H:b2ldizs, who (to fave his own Life, being threat- 
ned.) had bound himſelf by Oath to marry. his own Concubine, and 
to thruſt his own Mother and Breihren out of doors, and never to re- 
lieve them, givcs this Reſolution of the Caſe. That as to by Mar- 
riage with his Concubine, whom he kad longenjoyed, bis Oath was bind- 
ing, for that was no ſin : But as to his not relieving bys Mether and Bre- 
thren, it could not bind him ;. fer qui non alit, necat ; to deny them Ne-+ 
ceſſaries, was no better than to kill them. and no Oath can oblice to a 


fin ſo unnatural. Gratian cauſa. 22. Queſt. 4. c. 2%. 


From the Civiland Canon Laws I come (Sir, ) to tender you ſome 
excellent Examples to be found among the very Hearhens, of the great 
Love and natural Afections of: Children towards their Parents, that 
were under vcry hard Circumſtanees;; and I will begin with that of 
Antigens, the ſecond Son of Demerrims, which is worthy to be no- 
ted,. For when his Father, being Priſoner, ſent him word by one of 
his Acquaintance to give.no Credit, NOr Lo make Account of any Let= 
ters from him, if it ſo fell out that Selenczs whoſe Priſoner he was, 
would compel him thereunto, and thercfore that he ſhould not deliver 
up any of thoſe Towns which he held : Antigonms contrariwile wrote 
Io Scleucry, that he would yield up all the Lands he had under hjs O- 
bedicnce, if he would deliver-his Father. 

We have-another notable Example of Filial Love and Piety in Cy- - 
2:02 the Son of Great Miltiaves, whoſe Father dying inPriſon, as ſome 
fa; for Debt, and not having wherewithal to bury his Body, much 
"5 to redcem ir, being Arreſted tor the Debt, whilit it was carried 
'0 the Burial, 2ccoruing to the Lars of that Country, this Cimon foll 
nimfſcif and bis Liberty for Money to provide for bis Funeral : He 
with bis Plenty and Goods relieved not his Father, but with his Lt- 
nerty, which 1s dearer thanall Goods; yea, and Life too. He heip- 
ecanct his Father Hving ard in Neceſſity, but dead, and being no morg.. 
a eatnernor a Man. Waat had he done vo ſuccour his Fatoer tivivg,-- 
Wanting, and requiring his Help? $ 

We havea third rare Example of davghter-like Piety 3 which was, 
t:3t a Daughter gave Suck to her Father, who was condemned to Qie 
of that antient and uſual puniſhment of Famine, which never tuiter- 
Man to pals ihe ſeventh day. The Jaylor ſpying this AR 
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of Piety, gave notice thereof to the Magiſtrates, which being known <F 
to the People, the Daughter obtained pardon for her Fathers | ife. | 

5. The fifch Duty of Children i that of not attemptiirg or etterpriſing 4= | 
ny Thing of Importance, without the Advice, Conſeit and Approbation 
of their Parents, and eſpecially in Marriage : For in the caſe of Mar- 
riages, the Holy Scriptures tell us plainly, That Children ought not 
ſo much as to attempt to beſtow themſelves in Marriage, without 
their Parents DireCtion and Conſent, eſpecially Daughters, Ger. 24. 
1,2. & 21.21.& 27. 46. & 28. 1,2. 9g. Judges 14. 2, 1 Cor. 7. v. 
36, 37, 38. Dent. 7. 3. Jer. 29.6. Gen. 29.19. By which Texts it is 
evidenced, that the Father muſt be the efficient Cauſe of the Marri- 
age of his Children; That the beginning and ground of Matrimo- 
nial Contract is from the Conſent of the Parent, and the reaſon to 
F perſwade Children to this Duty.is ready at hand; for ſeeing their 
|: Parents have taken ſuch Pains and Travel in bringing them np, they 
| 
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ould reap ſome Fruits of their Labours in beſtowing of them. Be- 
ſides, they ſhould give them this Honour to eſteem them better able, 
and more wiſe to provide for their comfortable Marriage, than them- 
ſelves are. From Sacred Story, let's try what the Law of Nature, 
and the Roman Laws do pronounce,touching the Conſent of Parents in 
the Matrimonial ContraCts of theirChildren. As to theLaw of Nature, 
this Queſtion is ſtarted by Grorzzz, Whether the Conſent of Parents be 
the Law of Nature rage to a perfetÞ Marriage ? Which, tho? 
ome affirm, yet he is of (Ipinion, that by the fole Law of Nature, 
' the wantof the Conſent of Parents nulls not a Marriage ; for ( fays 
| he ) thoſe that hold the Affirmative are miſtaken, for that all their | | 
Arguments can enforce no more than this, Thar it is agreeable to the | 
Duty they owe to their Parents, to crave their Conſents ; which he 
eaſily grants them, provided that the Will of their Parents be not 
manifeſtly unjuſt. For if Children be to reverence their Parents in 
all things, ſurely they onght to do it moſt eſpecially in ſuch things, OW 
'' wherein the whole Nation is concerned, as in Marriages. And yet 
'' jt cannot hence be inferred, that a Son hath not a moral Right to dif. * 
| poſeof himſelf, if they conſent not. For he that Marries, ought to 
it be of mature Age and Judgment, and he is to forſake his Fathers 
:' _Hovſe, ſo that he is herein exempted from his Fathers domeſtick T 
i Diſcipline; 2nd becomes from thence Auc##710:, Maſter of himſelf. | 
' _Andaltho? the Daty of Love and Reverence do oblige him to ask the 
g20d Will of his Parents, yet doth not the Breach of that Duty null | 
the AR of his Marriage. That other Nations did make void ſuch 
Marriages was not from the Law of Nature, but from the Will of 
their Law-makers. Gret:zs of the Rights of War and Peace, Lib. 2. 


c. 5. Seft. 10. 
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As for the Civil Law of the Romans, it is thereby provided out of 


he principles ob the Law of Nature, that the Marriage of Daughters 


without the Conſent of Parents ſhould not be ratified, and the Pri- 
mitive Church, both by DoCtrine and Praiſe, did in this part ap- 


-prove of thoſe Laws. For the Puniſhment appointed for ſuch Mar- 


riazes was, that neither Hasband or Wife, nor Marriage nor Dowry, 
ſhould beacknowledged ; and that the Children which ſhould be born, 
ſhould be eſteemed as Baſtards, 7-{:t. 1. 10. 12. D. 23.2.2. D.23. 
3.68. Ameſins in his Caſes of Conſcence, Lib. 5. c. 35. in fine. 

By Texts of the ſame Law it further appears, that the Conſent not 


only of the Parties themſelves, but of their Parents is neceſſary, if 


the ContraCtors were ſub poteſtate Parentum, the like Reaſon ſeemeth 
to be for Conſent of Tutors, 1nſ#:t. 1. 10, tn princ. D. 23. 2. 2: 
35. D.23. 2.18. c. 5.4. 18. D. 23. 2.34. But 1t is now (faith an 
Author ) received for a general Opinion, that the good Will of Pa- 
rents is required, in regard of Honeſty, not of Neceſlity, according 
to the Canons, which exa& neceſſarily none other Conſent, but only 
the Partys themſelves, whoſe ConjunQion is in hand. The Womans 


Lawyer, Lib. 2. Set. 3.p.53. Edit, 1632, 


6. The ſixth and laſt Duty that Children do owe to their Parents, is 
that of endoring mildly and gently the Vices, ImperfeCtions and teſty 
and impatient Humours of Parents, their Severity and Rigour ; and 
therefore now no Unkindneſs, no fault of the Parent can acquit the 
Child of this Duty : But as Sr. Peter tells Servants, that they muſt 
be ſubject not only to the good and gentle Matters, but alfo to rhe 
froward ; ſo certainly it belongs to Children to perform Daty not 
only to the kind and virtuous, but even to the harſheſt and wickedſt 
Parents. If a Father promiſe any thing ro his Children, they have 
a full Right to his Performance ; but 1n caſe he prove Ciſhoneſt, he 
doth not thereby loſe his Right to govern them, nor ca2 they be cx- 
cuſed from their Daty of Revyerence, Honour, Love and Obedience 
towards him. To be fhort, If indeed Parents have Inficmities, if 
gnilty of Errors and Miſdemeanours, it muſt be the Childrens buſi- 
weſz to cover and conceal them, lize Sh-m and 7apher, who while 
curſed Cham pubilined and diſcloſed the Nakednefs of their Father, 
c)yzere] ic. Tae very H-athens may be our Sciool-maſters in 
this matter of hiding and patiently bearing with the Infirmicizs ane 
Seveiitics of Parents. 

Ames parentem ſi aqui, fi nm feras; Thy Parents love if good; 
if bad, yet bear. Terentins Hecvra; nam matris ferre injurias me, 
pietas juvet ;, to bear with Parents, Piciy commands. : 

Thar of Cicero in his Oration for Cluentizs is remarkable : No# 
mae retigere homines parentum. iniutias «led etian eaua. auima.t 


Fi / 


(10) 


oportet ; Men ought not only to conceal the Injuries of their Parents,. but” 


robear them with Paticnce. 

A Young Man of Eretria, that had been long Educated under Zero, 
being demanded, What he had Learned ? anfwered, /Meekly ro. vear 
his Father's Wrath. Add to this, that bath been faid of the Duty of 
mildly enduring the Severity and Rigor of Parents, the famous Story 
of Manlic, and tis this; The Tribrme Pomponius having Accuſed the 
Father of this Manlius, 7 the preſence of the People, of many Crimes, 
and amongſt others, that he over-crnelly handled his Son, enforcing him 
ro Till the Earth : The Son goeth to the Tribune, and finding him in 
his Bed, puting the point of his Dagger to his Throat, enforced 
him to Swear, that he would deſiſt from his Purinit he made againſt 
his Father, deſiring rather to endure his Father's Rigor, than to ſee 
him Troubſed for it. 

Al theſe fore-mentioned Duties ought to be performed by Chil- 
dren, who indeed will find no difficulty in them, if they do but ſeri- 
oully coniider, how Chargeable they have been to their Parents, and 
with what Care and Afﬀection they have been brought: up. But they 


ſhall never attain to the right Knowledge thereof, until they enjoy - 


Children of their own, as he that was found to beſtride a Hobby- 


Horſe, playing with his Children, deſiring him who ſo took him in - 


the Act, to be ſilent, until he were himſelf a Father, acconnting him 
till chat time no indifferent Judge in this Action, 


Thus (Worthy Sir ) having freely laid before you the true Extent and: 


Latitude of that Natural and Religious Piety, which Children owe to 
their Parents, I am now to beſeech you to wink at what is written amiſs 
in this long Letter, and what is not ſo to affordit a kind Entertain» 
ment, « coming from him, who is Cordially, 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate 


Humble Seryant, 


©} 


# Cn) 


Poſt{cript. 


Ince you bave been ſo kind as to ſend me ſome of your City Pamphlets, 
particularly that written in defence of Primogeniture, 7 wil 
make you ſome kind of Requital, by preſenting to your view, the 
Cauſes ( and none other beſides) which the moſt Famous and Re- 

nowned Emperor Juſtinian has been pleaſed to Ordain, as Proofs ſufficient 

for the Conviting Children of Ingratitude, and conſequently Obnoxious 
ro the Penalty of Exheredation, Now if the Perſon lately Diſinherited, 
be Guilty of any one of thoſe Cauſes, he well deſerves the Puniſhment he 
has met withal : But if not Guilty of any one of them, I muſt een concur 
with the Author B, J. in Condemning that Vſage the Son has had from the 
Father., as Impious, Cruel and Unnatural, 


Novell: contze, _ The Jul Cauſes then of Difinheriting Children, 
oy Que _ ſpecified by the faid '(a). Fuftinian, are in number 
e Exheredatimms Fourteen, and they are theſe which follow, and thus 


Liberorum Cauſe. Engliſhed « ' 


1. If any Son has laid violent Hands on his Father; 
2: If a Son has offered to hi Father and his Family ſome Lewd and Diſ- 
honeſt Injury, as by Marrying himſelf to a Common Whore or Strumpes. 
3. If a Son hat Accuſe hy Father in ſach Criminal Matters as do not 
| immediately touch the Prince and the weal Publick. 
| 4. If a Son conſtantly Converſerh with ſuch Fellows as are guilty of Ilty- 
Lewd and Miſchievoaus Prattiſes. 
5. If a Son makes an attempt to deſtroy his Fathers Life, either by Poz= 
ſon, or any other ways. | 
6.7 þ a Son has Carnally krxown hu Step-mother, or his Fathers Con- 
cubine. 
7. If a Sonbe a Calumniaton, or one that Forres an Accuſation azainſt 
bis own Father ; whereoy he has ſuſtained great Trouble, Damage and 
E xpence. 
8. If a Father has the Misfortine tobe clapt up in Priſon, and his Son ts 
requeſted by him to Releaſe him out of Fayl, and the Son refuſes todo it. 
- If a Son be Convittcd of hindering bis Father from making a Will; 
and, if afterwards the Father has an opportunity to make one, be is Im 


powered ro Diſinberit ſuch 4 Son by his laſt Will {tres 
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